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first collected. They were presented to Oxford
University in 1667,

Just near Charing Cross there is a part of old
London called the Adelphi. This district takes its
name from a fine group of buildings put up there
in the middle of the eighteenth century by the two
famous brother architects Robert and William
Adam. Adelphi is the Greek word for " brothers,"
but the name seems very peculiar applied in this
way.

The name of Mayfaiv, the very centre of fashion
in the West End, reminds us that in this mag-
nificent quarter of London a fair used to be held
in May in the time of Charles II. This gives us an
idea of how the district must have changed since
then. Farm Street, in Mayfair, has its name from
a farm which was still there in the middle of the
eighteenth century. The ground is now taken up
by stables and coach-houses. Half-Moon Street,
another fashionable street running out of Piccadilly,
takes its name from a public house which was built
on this corner in 1730.

These old names give us some idea of what London
was like at different times in the past; but another
very interesting group of names are those which are
being made in the greater London of to-day. One
of the commonest words used by Londoners to-day
is the Underground. If an eighteenth-century Lon-
doner could come back and talk to us to-day he
would not know what we meant by this word.